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Edition II

The Mayor’s Opioid Task Force Data Subcommittee analyzes data sets relevant to the opioid epidemic in Lowell.
The following observations and recommendations are tailored for community providers to inform their work.

Key Observations

&

Non-fatal Opioid Related Illness
(ORI) data from 2013-2018
shows that 30% of all calls in
Lowell have occurred during the
summer months (June, July, and
August).

In 2014, 36% of all ORI calls
occurred in the summer.

< In 2018, 29% of all ORI calls

occurred during the summer.
Data from 2016-2018 shows that
there was an increase in ORI
calls on days when the high
temperature was above 85 and
the relative humidity was above
75%.

Recommendations

Community Organizations

&

&

&

Increase Narcan training and
distribution to individuals with
Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) and
their loved ones.

Initiate more indoor, daytime
opportunities for people to build
upon life skills, wellness, and
recovery.

Number of Non-fatal ORI Calls

1200

1000

800

600

400

200

Non-Fatal Opioid Related lliness (ORI) Calls in Lowell, MA by Season
2013- 2018

Dec - Feb Mar - May Jun - Aug Sep - Nov

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%

Number of Non-fatal ORI Calls

[ T TV R T N« S - B -1
- 888 88 8 88 8

Non-fatal Opioid Related Iliness (ORI) Calls in Lowell, MA by Year
2013- 2018

E3 7o o
73%

64%
68%

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Non-Summer ORIs  ® Summer ORIs

71%

2018

Provide ways for individuals with OUD to stay hydrated, limit sun exposure, and take
advantage of community cooling stations (if applicable).

Utilize a system to identify days that individuals with OUD may be at an even higher risk for overdose
due to oppressive heat and humidity, such as the system for monitoring high ozone days.

Providers
<& Educate high risk individuals with OUD as to why they could be at an even higher risk of overdose

during the summer months.

<& Take advantage of conversations with clients to talk about how heat and humidity can impact many

health conditions.

Family and Friends of Individuals with OUD

<& Get trained on how to use Narcan, have Narcan available, and learn the symptoms of an overdose.

<& Let individuals with OUD know they could be at higher risk for overdose due to the impacts of heat and

humidity.



